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SCHOOL CROSSINGS 

Grievance 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [9.44 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Police. Today 
I am grieving to the minister, specifically on behalf of a primary school in the minister’s own electorate, and 
generally to determine exactly what the criteria are for type A and type B crossings at primary schools.  

The minister will be well aware of the issues surrounding the Bambara Primary School, since it is in the 
minister’s own electorate. Previously the school crossing was downgraded from a type A to a type B crossing. 
This was to take affect from 9 April 2009. This decision was reversed after it was made public that a school in 
the Woodvale area, which also had its crossing downgraded, had the decision reversed because of the minister’s 
intervention. At the time, the minister claimed that he was reviewing the whole issue of crossing guards and the 
criteria for each of the crossing types. Why does the minister need to review the crossing guard allocations at 
these schools? Should not the schools have a crossing guard, not because of the number of students or cars, but 
because of the high risk of an accident on the roads around the school? This is a fact that the minister recognised, 
because he wrote a letter to the City of Wanneroo on behalf of Bambara Primary School. I will quote one 
paragraph of that letter, which reads — 

These parents are extremely concerned as although there may be an insufficient number of cars, they 
observe on a daily basis many reckless and speeding drivers in the vicinity of the school and believe 
that some action should be taken to keep their children safe. The parents would very much like to see 
some traffic calming devices around the school such as a central island along the middle of the road 
planted with threes. This is likely to make cars travel more slowly and will also give the children a 
halfway waiting place as they cross the road.  

The problem with that is that it takes four to five years for the City of Joondalup to put that in place, so Bambara 
Primary School will have a period in which its children are at risk of death, at worst, and of injury, at least, if 
they get hit. Can the minister inform us if his review of the traffic type A and type B crossings is complete. If it 
is complete, could the minister please make the outcome of the review public, or was this just a ruse to divert 
attention from the fact that the minister overturned a decision to downgrade the Woodvale crossing to help out a 
Liberal colleague in a marginal seat?  

Mr R.F. Johnson: How cynical!  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: I am. This has been going on a long time; I am very cynical.  

Could the minister also tell the house, and indeed the parents of children around the state, what the criteria are 
for type A and type B crossings, since all crossings across the state are to be reviewed by the end of 2011?  

I am also informed that on a number of occasions the school was advised that the crosswalk attendant was 
unwell and therefore could not be at the Bambara Primary School on a particular day. The school has since been 
informed that the attendant was working at another school on the day in question. Can the minister explain why 
that happened? That has happened on a number of occasions at this school.  

I have also received correspondence from a gentleman in my electorate, and he has explained to my office that 
he applied for an advertised traffic warden position in September. He was eventually called in for a training 
course, and then a week later he was told that the course was cancelled. He was not told why, though he thought 
the fellow who rang him knew the reason and this particular gentleman suspects it is another cost-cutting 
exercise. Can the minister confirm if there are cost-cutting exercises around school crossings, and is this not just 
a foolhardy way to go, considering particularly around Bambara Primary School —  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Do I know the name of that gentleman? It is somebody who has been to my office on regular 
occasions, is it?  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: No. This is a gentleman from my electorate. I am not aware that he has been to the 
minister’s office.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Is he volunteering to be a traffic warden type B? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Yes, he has. He answered an advertisement for a traffic warden position. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: He wants to be a type A.  

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: Minister, I will keep going.  
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Is it not the case that as the Minister for Police the minister has responsibility to ensure that our children are safe 
in and around their schools and that he has the responsibility to provide safe crossings around the schools? What 
is it going to take for the minister to provide adequate levels of safety for children in and around our schools?  

This is also an issue that affects one of the schools in my own electorate, the Beldon Primary School, which also 
lost its crossing guard in a decision that was due to come into effect on 9 April 2009, but because of that 
earlier—I will not say backflip—reversal of the decision arising from the review, that crossing guard was put 
back in place. Can the minister tell us what are now the criteria for a type A crossing and a type B crossing? 
What did the minister’s review turn up? Did the review turn up the fact that probably we do not need crossing 
guards any more? Why are we now looking at assessing these schools again and facing the prospect of these 
schools possibly losing their crossing guards in the near future? Crossing guards are vitally important to this 
school, as the minister knows, because the school has been to see him and it has come to see me. Representatives 
of Beldon Primary School have also come to see me. They are concerned that if they lose the crossing guards 
around their school, there will be an accident. In fact, an accident has already occurred at Bambara; a young 
student received a fairly serious injury—a broken leg. It is a serious issue. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: While a crossing guard was there or outside the hours? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN: As far as I know, it occurred outside the hours. I have already written to the minister 
about this issue. He wrote back to me and said that crossing guards at Beldon Primary School were being put 
back. We are asking that Bambara Primary School, Beldon Primary School and other primary schools around the 
state maintain their crossing guards. The issue does not relate to the number of students or cars; it comes down to 
whether cars are speeding past the schools. If they are speeding past the schools, the minister has the resources at 
his disposal through the police commissioner to put radar guns on the school roads to ensure that motorists do 
not speed past the schools.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.51 am]: I have never seen a member of the 
opposition raise a grievance relating to one of the schools in my electorate. That is quite unusual. However, I am 
very happy to take the grievance because obviously I would like to think that the member for Joondalup shares 
the same view as I do about the safety of children, particularly those who attend school. Things have not changed 
since we came into government, except for the better. I want to stress that straightaway. Under the Labor 
government, Bambara Primary School was going to lose its type A warden. The member is quite right in saying 
that when we came into government, I had a couple of requests not just from members in Liberal seats, but from 
other members representing other areas about the possibility of schools losing type A crossing wardens and 
being downgraded to type B wardens. Does the member know the difference between a type A and a type B 
crossing warden? I am sure he does. Type A means that that position is funded through the police. Type B means 
that it has to be funded through the P&C, the school or whatever, or volunteers can do the job. Many primary 
schools throughout the state have volunteers who act as type B crossing wardens. They are trained by the police, 
they have the authority of the police and they wear a uniform and everything else.  

When we came into government, I was certainly concerned that the crossing wardens at some schools were 
being downgraded from type A to type B. I did not know what the criteria were at that stage. It was very, very 
early on. I basically issued a moratorium, which meant that from the beginning of the first term in 2009, any 
school that had a type A crossing warden would retain that crossing warden until a review had taken place—a 
review that I instigated. I accept that. If the member criticises that, I think he is a poor judge of character. Quite 
honestly, I was thinking of the children. I wanted to see exactly what the criteria were and ensure that these 
reviews of crossing wardens and the types of wardens allocated to different primary schools were done in the 
fairest way—not when it was raining, not when there was inclement weather and not when a school sports day 
was scheduled, which are days on which a lot of parents bring their children to school.  

The main part of the member’s grievance relates to Bambara Primary School. Yes, I have had representations 
from one couple who have a great interest in Bambara; they have a great interest in many things. They were very 
pleased when I put that moratorium in place. The review that I instigated has been carried out. There has been a 
review of the criteria in what is known as the conflict; that is, the number of children and the number of vehicles 
in both the morning and the afternoon during certain school times. The criteria are such that they favour the 
school more now. The situation has not got worse; it has got better as far as the school is concerned. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Has that review been published, minister?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am answering a grievance. I do not want to be distracted. The member for Joondalup 
wants an answer. I do not want to take an interjection. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do not care what the member for Girrawheen says; I am responding to the member for 
Joondalup’s grievance relating to a school in my electorate. I emphasise that again.  
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Ms M.M. Quirk: He did ask what was happening with the review. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Joondalup does not need the member for Girrawheen’s help.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me respond to the member’s grievance about Bambara, because that is what it is 
predominantly about. A bit of panic has set in because the school received a letter, as the member is aware. I 
have a copy of the letter in front of me. It simply tells the school that a further review will take place.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, if you want to make a grievance in this place, I will give you that 
opportunity. I would appreciate it if members could remain silent for the remainder of this grievance to enable 
the member for Joondalup to hear the response from the Minister for Police.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Two reviews of Bambara will take place. One will take place before the end of this term, 
not in the last week because some children may be going on holiday early or whatever. A second review will 
take place in the second term of next year. The school will still have a type A crossing warden until then. Once 
those two reviews have been completed, they will be considered by the committee that looks at these reviews. It 
looks at the conflict of traffic versus children. It is up to the school and the parents of children who attend that 
school to try to ensure that they use the facilities, because many parents do not let their children walk to school 
on their own—not primary schoolchildren; I certainly would not. The majority of parents drive their children to 
school, but a lot of parents walk them to school. I think that is very responsible, particularly when paedophiles 
are in the suburbs creating havoc. Once those two reviews have taken place and the committee has made a 
decision on whether the crossing should or should not be downgraded to a type B crossing — 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: Have the criteria changed?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The criteria have changed to make it better for the children. In other words, there does not 
have to be quite as much conflict between the children and the traffic. The committee that looks at these issues 
takes them very seriously. It will be conducting reviews over two separate terms. Even if it was decided to turn 
the crossing into a type B crossing, I do not think that would happen until the last term of next year. 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: What’s the opportunity for the 40 flashing lights if it is to be downgraded?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member should just watch this space. That is all I wish to say about that. It is 
something that I personally favour. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Will the member be quiet. For goodness sake! She must have got out of the wrong side of 
the bed this morning. She is a grumpy member. She is wasting my time. I am trying to give the member for 
Joondalup a reasonable answer. She is taking up my time, so I am not able to give him all the response that I 
would like because I have only 12 seconds left. The member for Joondalup might like to have a word with his 
colleague the member for Girrawheen because she has taken up a lot of my time. I wanted to give the member 
for Joondalup a lot more information, but I will not be able to do so in two seconds. I will talk to the member 
privately.  
 


